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among Indian leaders. In the original preamble to the constitution
of the society, Gokhale wrote :
"For some time past the conviction has been forcing itself on
many earnest and thoughtful minds that a stage has been reached
in the work of nation-building in India when, for further progress,
the devoted labours of a specially trained agency applying itself to
the task in a true missionary spirit are required. The work that has
been accomplished so far has indeed been of the highest value. The
growth during the last fifty years of a feeling of common traditions
and ties, common hopes and aspirations, and even common dis-
abilities, has been most striking. The fact that we are Indians first,
and  Hindus,   Muslims,   Parsis  or   Christians   afterwards,  is  being
realized in a steadily increasing measure, and the idea of a united
and  renovated  India  marching  onwards  to   a  place  among   the
nations of the world worthy of her great past, is definitely accepted
creed of those who form the brain of the community—the educated
classes of the country. A creditable beginning has already been made
in matters of education and of local self-government; and all classes
of the people are slowly but steadily coming under the influence of
liberal ideas. The claims of public life are every day receiving wider
recognition, and attachment to the land of our birth is growing into
a strong and deeply cherished passion of the heart. The annual
meetings of congresses and conferences, the work of public bodies
and associations, the writings in the columns of the Indian press—all
bear witness to the new life that is coursing in the veins of the
people. The results achieved so far are undoubtedly most gratifying,
but they only mean that the jungle has been cleared and the founda-
tions laid. The great work of rearing the superstructure has yet to
be taken in hand, and the situation demands on the part of workers
devotion and sacrifices proportionate to the magnitude of the task.
"The Servants of India Society has been established to meet in
some measure those requirements  of the situation.  Its  members
frankly accept the British connection as ordained, in the inscrutable
dispensation of Providence, for India's good. Self-government within
the empire for their country and a higher life generally for their
countrymen is  their goal.  This  goal,   they recognize,  cannot be
attained without years of earnest and patient effort and sacrifices
worthy of the cause. Much of the work must be directed towards
building up in the country a higher type of character and capacity

